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ECOTRANS Initiatives: 

 Since 1993: European projects and initiatives

 2004: DestiNet.eu  > 2017: Tourism2030.eu 
platform = registered SDG2030 Partnership

 2008: Global Sustainable Tourism Council 

 2016 - 2019: TRIANGLE – Building a European 
Knowledge Alliance for Sustainable Tourism 

„In „In future our main concern will no longer be

whether we can travel to every place on earth.

Our main interest will be

whether it is worthwhile arriving there.“
Hermann Löns, 1908

http://destinet.eu/
http://destinet.eu/who-who/civil-society-ngos/triangle
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Sustainable Development
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Sustainable Development

SDGs: all relevant to sustainable tourism

http://destinet.eu/
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Sustainable Development
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SDGs: poor implementation in rich countries
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Sustainable Development
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Sustainable Development

SDGs: a bit less poor in Eastern Europe,
e.g. regarding “Life on Land”

http://destinet.eu/
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Sustainable Development

Sustainable Tourism

gstcouncil.org Tourism2030.eu

Sustainable management

Socioeconomic impacts

Cultural impacts

Environmental impacts

Global Baseline Standard European Topics for Action

http://destinet.eu/
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Sustainable Development
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Sustainable Development

Sustainable Tourism Certification in Europe 

Sustainable Tourism

 More than 200 environmental & sustainability 
certificates worldwide

 2/3 operating in Europe on local, national, European 
or global level

 1% of tourism is certified = 1 out of 100 SMEs

http://destinet.eu/


Sustainable Tourism Certification in Europe - Herbert Hamele

Sustainable Development

Sustainable Tourism Certification in Europe 
Global 
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Sustainable Development

Sustainable Tourism Certification in Europe 

Sustainable Tourism

Global

European

National

Other Regions

Local

Sustainable management Socioeconomic impacts Cultural impacts Environmental impacts

http://destinet.eu/
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 The European Ecotourism Network (EEN) was the 
result of 2 European projects (2010 – 2013)

 The EEN members in 9 European countries developed 
the European Ecotourism Labeling Standard (EETLS) 
as guidance for ecotourism certification

 The EETLS has been recognized by GSTC (2011)

http://destinet.eu/
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Sustainable Tourism Certification in Europe 

Sustainable Tourism

Destinations

Tourism Businesses

Sustainable management Socioeconomic impacts Cultural impacts Environmental impacts

Operators
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Sustainable Development

Sustainable Tourism Certification in Europe 

Sustainable Tourism

Destinations

Tourism Businesses

Sustainable management Socioeconomic impacts Cultural impacts Environmental impacts

Operators

How far do these certificates 
comply with the  EETLS?

http://destinet.eu/


Sustainable Tourism Certification in Europe - Herbert Hamele

Sustainable Development

Sustainable Tourism Certification in Europe 

Sustainable Tourism

What shall the European Union do ?

ULANC and ECOTRANS (2017)

http://destinet.eu/
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Sustainable Development

Sustainable Tourism Certification in Europe 

Sustainable Tourism

What shall the European Union do ?
6 Recommendations

1. Initial meeting & work group with certificates
2. Joint initiative with GSTC: European added value
3. Encourage national tourism industry to engage
4. Provide promotion platform & programme for 

networking and support
5. Promote local level initiatives & support businesses
6. EU procurement and project funding to contract 

certified businesses

http://destinet.eu/
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How does TRIANGLE support 
sustainable tourism certification 
in Europe to create synergies 
amongst tourism businesses, 
destinations and operators ?

 CSRTTC online course

 Global Certification Quickfinder

 Green Travel Maps

http://destinet.eu/
http://destinet.eu/who-who/civil-society-ngos/triangle
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259 environmental & sustainable tourism 
certificates on the Quickfinder (August 2018)

http://destinet.eu/
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7000+ certified businesses on the 
Green Travel Maps (September 2018)

http://destinet.eu/
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Green Travel Maps Germany as source for 
national tourism promotion & marketing

http://destinet.eu/
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Option 2019: 

Travel Green Europe 
app for Ecotourism

 with You

 for your businesses, destinations 
and tour operators

http://destinet.eu/
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Thank You for your attention!

5th European Ecotourism Conference in Tbilisi/ Georgia, 10th -14th Sep 2018

http://destinet.eu/

