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Where do the seals stand today?

Herbert Hamele, ECOTRANS eV

1) Main focus of work: Certification

2) survey national & international Certificates for Tourism businesses

3) “Pro EmpCo ” certificates for Tourism businesses

4) “Pro EmpCo ” certified accommodation establishments in Europe & in Germany

5) outlook
▪ “Pro EmpCo ” data for monitoring & marketing
▪ “Pro EmpCo ” certificates for the Going Green Check



Milestones
1995: Book of Seals (BMU)

2001: VIST (UNWTO)

2004: VISIT (EU)

2004: Destinet.eu (EEA, UNEP, UNWTO)

2009: handover from EEA to ECOTRANS

2016: Relaunch: Tourism2030.eu

2018: European Tourism Labelling (EP)

2019: continuous updates

• …

❖ Certification Quickfinder

❖ Travel Green Maps

1) Main focus of work: “Certification”

https://destinet.eu/who-who/civil-society-ngos/ecotrans/ecotrans-projects-activities/1993-2000/Env._seals.pdf/download/en/1/Book of env. seals and ecolabels.pdf
https://destinet.eu/who-who/civil-society-ngos/ecotrans/ecotrans-projects-activities/2001-2005/voluntary-initiatives-sustainable-tourism/download/en/1/VIST.pdf
https://destinet.eu/who-who/civil-society-ngos/ecotrans/publications/visit_en/download/en/1/visit_en.pdf
https://destinet.eu/background
https://destinet.eu/background
https://destinet.eu/resources/...-various-target-groups/european-tourism-labelling/download
https://destinet.eu/resources/tools/certification-quickfinder
https://destinet.eu/market-place/green-travel-maps
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▪ Austrian Ecolabel ( nat – govern. )

▪ Biohotels(EUR)

▪ Biosphere Sustainable (int)

▪ Certified Green Hotel ( nat )

▪ CSR Costa Rica ( nat – govern.)

▪ EarthCheck (int)

▪ Ecocamping (EUR)

▪ Ecolabel Luxembourg (nat. –govern.)

▪ Ecoromania ( nat )

▪ Ecotourism Australia ( nat )

▪ Emas (Europe govern. )

▪ EU Ecolabel (Europe – govern)

▪ Fair Trade Tourism (int)

▪ Good Travel Seal (int)

▪ Green Globe (int)

▪ Green Key (int)

▪ Green Star Egypt ( nat )

▪ Green Tourism (int)

▪ GreenSign (int)

▪ GSTC Certification (int)

▪ Hotels mas Verdes ( nat )

▪ IBEX Fairstay ( nat )

▪ Legambiente Turismo ( nat )

▪ Nordic Swan (Europe, govern.)

▪ Preferred by Nature (int)

▪ Toftigers (int)

▪ TourCert (int)

▪ Travelife Accommodation (int)

▪ Travelife Tour Operators (int)

▪ Viabono ( nat )

2) Survey national & international Certificates for Tourism businesses
( January - March 2026)

Selection: 30 leading certificates worldwide



The certification system is an independent sustainability certification program and not a self-awarded label . Certification 
is granted exclusively after independent verification of compliance with predefined environmental and social criteria. The 
certification program is characterized by the following elements:

EmpCo Key Requirements for Certification Systems

2. Independent verification 
Compliance with the certification criteria is assessed by independent and 
competent experts who are independent of the certified tourism businesses 
and free from conflicts of interest.

1. Defined and public criteria 
The program applies clearly defined, publicly accessible environmental and 
social requirements that are specific, evidence-based and verifiable.

3. Monitoring and Enforcement 
Certification is time-limited and subject to ongoing monitoring. Established 
procedures apply in the event of non-compliance, suspension, and 
withdrawal of certification.

4. Governance and Transparency 
The governance structure, certification 
procedures and terms of use of the label 
are documented and publicly accessible.

5. Verification of Information 
The use of the certification label is subject 
to binding rules that ensure that the 
environmental and social information is 
correct, specific, verifiable and limited to 
the certified scope.

2) Survey national & international Certificates for Tourism businesses
( January - March 2026)



2) Survey national & international Certificates for Tourism businesses
( January - March 2026)

Declaration

Our certification system “Title of certification”

❑ already operates
❑ aims to operate by September 27, 2026
❑ does not aim to operate by September 27, 2026

in accordance with the requirements *) applicable to 
sustainability labels under the Empowering Consumers 
for the Green Transition Directive (EU) 2024/825 , 
amending Directive 2005/29/EC on unfair commercial 
practices.

➢ EmpCo key requirements for certification systems

“Pro- EmCo ”

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/dir/2024/825/oj?eliuri=eli%3Adir%3A2024%3A825%3Aoj&locale=en


✓ These operate already according to EmpCo :

Result : “Pro- EmCo ” certificates

✓ Emas

✓ EU Ecolabel

✓ Fair Trade Tourism

▪ Good Travel Seal

▪ Green Globe

▪ Green Key

✓ Green Star Egypt

✓ Green Tourism

✓ GreenSign

✓ GSTC Certification

✓ Hotels with Green

✓ IBEX Fairstay

o Legambiente Turismo ( n/a)

✓ Nordic Swan

▪ Preferred by Nature

o Toftigers ( n/a)

✓ TourCert

▪ Travelife Accommodation

▪ Travelife Tour Operators

✓ Viabono

▪ These plan to operate according to EmpCo by September 27, 2026: 

✓ Austrian Ecolabel

o Biohotels( n/ a)

✓ Biosphere Sustainable

✓ Certified Green Hotel

✓ CSR Costa Rica

▪ EarthCheck

✓ Ecocamping

✓ Ecolabel Luxembourg

▪ Ecoromania

✓ Ecotourism Australia

2) Survey national & international Certificates for Tourism businesses
( January - March 2026)



3) “Pro EmpCo ”: Certificates for Accommodation establishments in Europe

Certificate

▪ Green Globe

▪ Green Key

▪ Green Tourism

▪ GreenSign

▪ GSTC Certification

▪ IBEX Fairstay

▪ Nordic Swan

▪ TourCert

▪ Travelife Accom.

▪ Viabono

Certificate

▪ Austrian Ecolabel

▪ Biosphere Sustainable

▪ Certified Green Hotel

▪ EarthCheck

▪ Ecocamping

▪ Ecolabel Luxembourg

▪ Ecoromania

▪ Emas

▪ EU Ecolabel

▪ Good Travel Seal

13,000+ 
certified 
accommodation 
establishments in 
Europe

Number

# 456

# 1049

# 23

# 98

# 202

#48

# 23

# 112

# 902

# 90

Number

# 279

# 6742

# 1404

# 818

# 280

#142

# (400)

#7

# 556

#59



4) “Pro EmpCo ” certificates for Accommodation establishments in Germany

Certificate

▪ Biosphere Sustainable

▪ Certified Green Hotel

▪ EarthCheck

▪ Ecocamping

▪ Emas

▪ EU Ecolabel

▪ Good Travel Seal

▪ Green Globe

▪ Green Key

▪ Green Tourism

▪ GreenSign

▪ GSTC Certification

▪ TourCert

▪ Travelife Accom.

▪ Viabono

1,600+
certified 
accommodation 
establishments in
Germany

Number

#8

# 23

#3

#155

#46

#42

#4

#30

# 441

#1

# 767

#12

#2

#4

#59 https://destinet.eu/market-place/green-travel-maps ( February 2026)

https://destinet.eu/market-place/green-travel-maps


5) OUTLOOK
“Pro- EmCo ” filter for Certification Quickfinder & Travel Green Maps 

as a data source for monitoring in destinations

https://destinet.eu/market-place/green-travel-maps

Key figures on sustainability in tourism
Number of tourism businesses with an environmental or sustainability 
certificate

Application:
“Resilient Tourism” (Kufstein University 

of Applied Sciences)

https://destinet.eu/market-place/green-travel-maps


5) OUTLOOK
“Pro- EmCo ” filter for Certification Quickfinder & Travel Green Maps 

as a data source for marketing certified businesses

https://destinet.eu/market-place/green-travel-maps

https://destinet.eu/market-place/green-travel-maps


▪ 2023/24: Development, pilot application DE (UBA)
▪ 2025/26: Expansion, internationalization of IT-EU

(FUTURAL – Valdichiana4Green)

5) OUTLOOK
Pro- EmCo “Certificates for the Going Green Check for businesses 

to utilize the potential in European tourism

https://destinet.eu/who-who/businesses-smes/tourism2030-going-green-
check

https://www.actanet.it/valdichiana4green-il-progetto/

https://destinet.eu/who-who/businesses-smes/tourism2030-going-green-check
https://www.actanet.it/valdichiana4green-il-progetto/


Thank you for your interest!

Questions and suggestions? We'd love to hear them!

Herbert Hamele
herbert.hamele@ecotrans.de

Internet: ecotrans.org - tourism2030.eu

"In future, our main concern will no longer be 

whether we can travel to every place on earth.

Our main interest will be 

whether it is worthwhile arriving there."

(Hermann Löns , 1908)

mailto:herbert.hamele@ecotrans.de
http://www.ecotrans.org/
https://destinet.eu/

