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WORKSHOP

Making tourism more sustainable: 

Needs and opportunities for knowledge exchange and networking   

Berlin, 07 March 2013, 13:30 – 17:30

Room 24, ICC – ITB Berlin

BACKGROUND
Situation in Europe

100s of NGOs, education and training bodies, consultancies and networks in Europe are working for making tourism more sustainable. They develop guide books, standards and tools, help to innovate products and services, identify and award good practice examples, certify businesses and destinations, monitor progress and failure, realize European pilot projects .. in many cases do not know from each other, sometimes collaborate or go into competition to each other …

Ecolnet Project
This workshop is part of the European Ecolnet project (Leonardo Networking programme, 2010-2013) and shall put the Ecolnet results/ deliverables (European Ecotourism Labelling Standard – GSTC recognized - and indicators, e-tools for businesses and evaluators, European Ecotourism Conference 2013) in the wider context of other Sustainable Tourism initiatives and projects in Europe. 
The results shall help to recognize and to realize potential synergies between the different initiatives before ending of the Ecolnet project (November 2013) and thus help to sustain the Ecolnet and other projects’ results through exchange, networking and collaboration.    
ECOTRANS

ECOTRANS as partner of the Ecolnet project and as European network of organisations and experts for sustainable tourism development is predestinated to organise this workshop: the ECOTRANS network itself with its members and project partners is reflecting the situation in Europe, its members are committed to making tourism more sustainable with their many ongoing initiatives, they have a permanent need for easy access to topic related information and helpful contacts, they are open and willing to identify potential fields for collaboration rather than for competition amongst each other, … 

DestiNet

To facilitate the exchange and collaboration of its members and any other sustainable tourism initiatives in Europe and elsewhere ECOTRANS has initiated and developed the DestiNet platform in partnership with EEA, UNWTO and UNEP. 
WORKSHOP
This workshop brings together about 20 organizations with an interest in exchange and collaboration for mutual benefits. At the workshop they will
1. present their current main initiatives/projects with their specific objectives, achievements so far and challenges/difficulties and propose ideas for exchange and collaboration

2. propose and discuss ideas for exchange and collaboration, identify common interest and potential mutual benefits 

3. agree on next steps for implementing some common exchange and collaboration measures (involvement in current activities, new projects)
PROGRAMME
(as realized)
	PART I: NETWORKS
	SPEAKER
	ORGANISATION

	The speakers shortly presented their networking initiatives with focus on achievements so far, members involved, applied tools, challenges 

	Introduction:

The European Ecotourism Knowledge Networking project (Ecolnet)
	Herbert Hamele
	ECOTRANS president

	Global Sustainable Tourism Council 
	Kelly Bricker
	GSTC chair

	EDEN
	Antonio Pezzano
	EDEN facilitator 

	QualityCoast
	Albert Salman
	EUCC director

	Living Lakes
	Marion Hammerl
	GNF president

	European Charter Parks
	Paulo Castro
	Europarc/ Ponto Natura director

	Pan Parks
	Zoltan Kun
	Pan Parks director

	Ecotourism Destinations in Romania
	Andrei Blumer
	AER director

	Break

	Landscape of the Year
	Christian Baumgartner
	NFI secretary general

	Danube Region
	Karl Reiner
	ÖAR consultant

	Alpine Pearls
	Karmen Mentil
	Alpine Pearls director

	NECSTouR
	Albert Salman
	NECSTouR member

	EARTH
	José Maria de Juan
	Koan Consulting 

	TIES Europe
	Ferdinand Weps
	TIES director

	Break

	PART II: NEW INITIATIVES
	SPEAKER
	ORGANISATION

	The speakers presented their initiatives with focus on members involved, objectives,applied tools, challenges 


	European Ecotourism Network
	Fouli Papageorgiou
	Prisma director

	Olympos Mosaic 2020 
	Erdmute Prokosch-Sander
	RTM expert

	Green Travel Mapping Austria
	Otto Fichtl
	VKI expert

	GreenHopping
	Roxane Kaempf
	GreenHopping co-owner

	Green Destination Viewer
	Volker Schmidt
	TravelMotion director

	VISTAS
	Valere Tjolle
	TravelMole – Visions editor

	Eye on Earth
	Gordon Sillence
	ECOTRANS –DestiNet director

	Closure: Conclusions
	Herbert Hamele
	ECOTRANS president


Contact: herbert.hamele@ecotrans.de

status: 07 March 2013
Contact: herbert.hamele@ecotrans.de
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