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Founded in 1993 as a not-for-profit NGO in Germany.

Some Milestones:

• 1995: European Ecoletter on best practices

• 1997: ECO-TIP online  

• 2001: VIST: Global assessment for UNWTO-UNEP

• 2004: Destinet.eu platform with EEA, UNWTO, UNEP 

• 2009: Co-founding of the GSTC

• 2017: Partnership for the SDGs

• 2019: Launch of the Travel Green Planet Initiative 2030

• 2023: European Tourism Going Green 2030

• 2024: Going Green System for SMEs and destinations

ECOTRANS - European network for sustainable tourism development



• AER 

• ACTA 

• Basquetour

• Bodensee Stiftung 

• Cinzia de Marzo

• ECOCAMPING 

• FAIRWEG

• FUTOUR Tourismusberatung 

• Global Nature Fund  

• Global Partnership 

• Green Destinations Foundation

• Herbert Hamele

• Janela Aberta 21

• Martin Balas

• Silvacultura

• The Tourism Company

• ÖAR-Regionalberatung

ECOTRANS - European Network of Experts for making tourism more sustainable

https://destinet.eu/who-who/civil-society-ngos/ecotrans/membership/ecotrans-members/association-of-ecotourism-in-romania-aer
https://destinet.eu/who-who/civil-society-ngos/ecotrans/membership/ecotrans-members/associazione-cultura-turismo-ambiente-acta
https://destinet.eu/who-who/civil-society-ngos/ecotrans/membership/ecotrans-members/basquetour
https://destinet.eu/who-who/civil-society-ngos/ecotrans/membership/ecotrans-members/bodensee-stiftung
https://destinet.eu/who-who/civil-society-ngos/ecotrans/membership/ecotrans-members/cinzia-de-marzo
https://destinet.eu/who-who/civil-society-ngos/ecotrans/membership/ecotrans-members/ecocamping
https://destinet.eu/who-who/civil-society-ngos/ecotrans/membership/ecotrans-members/fairweg
https://destinet.eu/who-who/civil-society-ngos/ecotrans/membership/ecotrans-members/futour-tourismusberatung
https://destinet.eu/who-who/civil-society-ngos/ecotrans/membership/ecotrans-members/global-nature-fund-gnf
https://destinet.eu/who-who/civil-society-ngos/ecotrans/membership/ecotrans-members/global-partnership-e.v.
https://destinet.eu/who-who/civil-society-ngos/ecotrans/membership/ecotrans-members/green-destinations-foundation
https://destinet.eu/who-who/civil-society-ngos/ecotrans/membership/ecotrans-members/herbert-hamele
https://destinet.eu/who-who/civil-society-ngos/ecotrans/membership/ecotrans-members/janela-aberta-21
https://destinet.eu/who-who/civil-society-ngos/ecotrans/membership/ecotrans-members/martin-balas
https://destinet.eu/who-who/civil-society-ngos/ecotrans/membership/ecotrans-members/silvacultura-ltd.
https://destinet.eu/who-who/civil-society-ngos/ecotrans/membership/ecotrans-members/the-tourism-company-ttc
https://destinet.eu/who-who/civil-society-ngos/ecotrans/membership/ecotrans-members/oar-regionalberatung
https://destinet.eu/who-who/civil-society-ngos/ecotrans/


Tools for networking and Going Green



Going Green Maps for clustering sustainable tourism certification



Going Green Toolkit for Businesses & Destinations

Certification 
Quickfinder

Going Green Check 
for Businesses

Travel Green … 
Maps

Going Green Maps 
for Destinations



200+ environmental & sustainability certificates worldwide



1,000+ awarded good practice examples



Access to experts to coach SMEs in Going Green 



Global Travel Green Maps for promotion and market access



The „Going Green Check“ for SMEs

An integrated tool for tourism SMEs 
to self assess their sustainability level and

to find an appropriate certificate



https://tourism2030.travelife.info

Login & Language choice

https://tourism2030.travelife.info/


MY SPACE: Fill out your profile



STEP1:
self-assess your sustainability performance in complying with the general GSTC criteria
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STEP1:
self-assess your sustainability performance in complying with the general GSTC criteria



STEP2: COMPARE COMPLIANCE
with standards for sustainability certification



STEP2: COMPARE COMPLIANCE
See the compliance level and choose a standard for more details



STEP2: COMPARE COMPLIANCE
See the certification’s profile: services, map of certified tourism, cost, application …



STEP2: COMPARE COMPLIANCE
View the chosen standard’s assessment 



STEP3: Complete the self-assessment
Check and complete the self-assessment



STEP3: Complete the self-assessment
Check the certification criteria one by one 



STEP3: Complete the self-assessment
View the self-assessment of the chosen certification standard



STEP3: Complete the self-assessment
View the self-assessment of the chosen certification standard



STEP3: Complete the self-assessment
Download your self-assessment result of the chosen certification standard



STEP3: Complete the self-assessment
Download your self-assessment report of the chosen certification standard



STEP3: Complete the self-assessment
View your self-assessment report overview



STEP3: Complete the self-assessment
View your self-assessment report with details



OPTION: ASK EXPERT 
Need help? Ask expert for external verification, action plan and pre-audit
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Need help? Ask expert for external verification, action plan, best practices and pre-audit



STEP 1: GSTC CHECK

Which of the GSTC criteria are already

(partially) fulfilled or would the 

company want to fulfill in the future?

The GSTC criteria form the global 

reference framework for sustainability

in tourism.

STEP 2: COMPARISON

Which certification standards

with their special criteria do the 

GSTC CHECK results cover

particularly well?

STEP 3: SELECTION

Which certification standards are

most achievable? What does the 

certification organization offer

and at what cost?

The 3 steps of the „Going Green Check“ (summary)

Pilot application in Germany 2024



The Going Green Check can be expanded

❖ to further certification standards

❖ to further categories of tourism SMEs

❖ to further languages

and help to raise the market share of 
credibly certified sustainable tourism in 
your country and destinations. 

Going Green Check: An integrated tool for certification and market access

Thank you for your attention!


